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„Pill XIII . 8 


I. i ok to traff. in the Pap: than 


20 p any confidence in Man. Jr ir 
better 10 truſt iu the Lord, 2 ts 


* any . dence in Prinees. 


. 4 % „J Hrs plalm is ſuppoſed to have "Bd 
2 compiled by the Royal Plalmiſt; 
when, aſter a long Series of Trou- 
bles and Per ſecutions, he was at 
F laft both fafely placed upon tlie 
Throne of Iſrael and Judah, and 


r alſo ſubdued the pron:1 Lords of the Phil i. 


tines, togerher with dat Allies or Confederates; 


who, in hiapes to have crufhed him before he 
by too powerful, had raltted their Forecs, ang 
vaded the Land. 

He had long grappled with the indefatigable. 
Malice of his envious and blood-thirfty Maſter, 
long encountered the berce Oppoſit ions of Erie- 
mies abroad, but eſpecially of Advertaries at 


1 home, ſome 'of which (as he complains in the 


ſixty-· ſourth Plalm) were Men of ſnch ſheaking, 


tlaviſh and mercenary Souls; of fuck begga ly, . 
A 2 |  dilin- 


2 * * * e, , IN. 
* - 2 1 *+ , * 
> ns 2 * N een ; 


diſingenuous and unmanly Spirits, that not daring 


to appear in the Gallantry of open Enemies, they 
: betook themſelves. to the little Arts of lll | 
Revenge; endeavouring by all the ſiniſter Me- | 


thods of clancular Hatred, by a long Train of | « 
ſecret Calumnies and Reproaches, to blow up | 
his Reputation, and at one blaſt to deprive him 
both of Life and Crown. 7iimtmm 
But now at length had the good Hand of 
Providence put a joyful Period to all theſe Trou- | 
bles and Afflictions, and made him glad with the 
Joy of his Countenance. His haughty Neighbours 
humbly pay him Homage, he triumphs. upon | 
the Necks of his domeſtick Adverſaries; the 
Greatneſs of his Danger endears him to the Peo- | 
ple, who, from his ſo many miraculous Eſcapes, 
conclude him the peculiar Favourite of Hea- 
ven, and therefore receive him with the hearty 
and joyous Reiterations of Acclamations and 
r e 
Wherefore in due Senſe of theſe great Bleſſings, 
he is not contented to offer only his own Sacrifice 
of Praiſe, but likewiſe in the Beginning of this 
Pſalm excites all the People with their Doxolo- 
gies and Allelujahs to aſſiſt and jain with him in 
ver. :. theſe his grateful Acknowledgments. 0 
give thanks unto the Lord, ſays he, for he 
is gracious: becauſe his mercy endureth for ever. 
And that it might be ſung in a more full and 
mellow Choir, he calls upon them all, all that 
had an Intereſt in the glad Occaſion, to lend a 
Voice, and join with him their KI Nc, in making 
ver : Up the facred-CroRus, Let Iſrael nom con. 
Ver. 2. ene F | 
Je, that he is gracious : and that his mercy 
| | OE endureth 


| 
| 


endureth for ever. Aud let the holy Tribe, the Priefts | 
and Levites : yea, let all them, — 31 50 


is on my ſide, I will not fear what Man © 
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at fear the $1.50! 
Lord, confeſs : that his mercy endureth for ® 
ever. And then having exhorted others, he pro- 

ceeds more warmly to excite himſelf, and be in- 
flamed into the zealous Practice of the ſame 


| Praiſe and Gratitude to God, by commemorating 


his Benefits to his Royal Self; I called, 1 . 
ſays he, y_ the Lord in trouble; aud the . 
Lord heard me at large. For which Reflection on 


God's former Goodneſs to him, he theretakes Heart, 


reſolving what to do hereafter ; The Lord „ 

er. G, To 
can do unto me: The Lord taketh my part with them 
that help me: therefore ſhall I ſee my deſire upon 
them that hate me; and to confirm himſelf in theſe 


his Reſolutions, he happily lays down this practi- 


cal Conclufion : It is better to truſt in the Lord, 
than to put any confidence in Man: It is better to traſt 


in the Lord, than to put any confidence in Princes. 


In my further Diſcourſe on theſe Words, it 
will be incumbent upon me to conſider diſtinctly 


the following Heads or Particulars. 


Firſt, To evince the Truth and the Excellence 
of God's Omnipotence in general. 
Secondly, To prove the utter Incapacity of any 
created Being, to yield Men any degree of Safety 
or Security in the Courſe of their Lives or Actions. 


_ Thirdly, To produce Arguments of God's Al. 


mighty Power and Providence from ſeveral In- 
ſtances, relating to the Reſcue and Deliverance 


of his People from the moſt imminent Dangers. 


Firſt, In order to aſſert the Truth and Being 


of that Sovereign Attribute, the divine Omnipo- 


teunce, 


tence, we need but conſuit the bare Idea of God; 
135 8 if we conſider him under the Notion of a Be-. 
Things live and move, the firſt "Thing. which 
ſuch a Conception offers to the Mind, is the 1 
mage 
ſor no Being leſs than infinite can fubſiſt of itſe 
and give Life, Efficacy and Motion to an whole 


Creation and Omnipotenc 


their Poets and other Myſtick Writers conferred 
on him, was Onnipotent; and indeed, our bleſ- 
ſed Apoſtle St. Paul expreſly alludes to that Frag- 


tains, and they łnom it not; which overturneih them 


(43 - 


that exiſts of himſelf, and in whom all 


and Character of the Almighty _ 
ws 


World of. Beings befides ; either therefore God 
is not the Author and Parent of all Things, or 
he is, for that reaſon infinite in Power; for 
e infer and ſuppoll 


e One 
another : And, as the Power of God appeared 
moſt eminently to the Heathens themſelves in the 
Works of his Creation, fo the great Epithet which 


Aa . 18, ment of Menander r yarywO- zer, 
en We are his Off-ſpring. But the holy | 
Scriptures which were dictated by the divine Spi- 


rit, do preſent us with the livelieſt Image of the 


divine Nature in general, fo from hence may we 
collect the moſt certain Authority for the ſove- 


raign and infinite Power of God; it is a Title 
Gen. r7. 1. indeed which himſelf challenges. — 7 


am the Almighty God— and ſo Jacob 


Gen. 9. 25. ſtiles him in Way of Reverence ; — 


The Deſcriptions holy Job gives of this Power, 
are ſo lively and emphatical, that I cannot for- 
bear mentioning one or two Paſſages : Thus 
. wiſe in Heart, and mighty in 
Job 9. 4: Strength; — which removeth the Moun- 


XY 


5 191 

is bis Ager: uch fhaketh Me Earth: a bir 
Nate, 1 the Pillars thereof tremble : Which com 
malen the San; and it riſeth not; and ſealeth 

jor Larry" 4% out Shot Ho! 


great 15 1 dae one e (and. Monders 
without! . Again, Hall 55 naked. «+ 
| befare ime, d DeforuSion imb u 4d. IS 
wering e fie ftrercheth cows the North over tis 
Fldce and hangen tie Earth pu nothing 
 Tanderh up the Wagers in his thick Clauds, aud the 
¶ aan ut 407. vent under then: The Pillars of Flaa- 
 attairemble, and are a | 
Avwiderh the Sea with his Pomer, i 
5 — th: thro? ther Browdi: Lo, alacant 
s, but how little . Horten is ! 
N ia? "Rar The Thender of bis Power who cum u. 
deu And it we proceed to other holy WI. 
tas, there is a moſt exact berween 
them us to this Point, For, faqs che Pr 
ſaruh, Mod hath maile the Earth by bis Power, and 
the Apoſtle 1 — the Two from his 
Creation ' to his Providence, affirming, tliat 
ke upholds 2 Thiegs by the Ward of his Power, 
And indeed, we 'conceive' this to be the 
Realon why 85 Faul takes leave of one of 
his Mpiſtles in thus folemn Form. . To him be 
Power - eweriaſting. Now from the Nature and 
Effects of this ſovereign Power which is lodged 
in God, we ſhall beft learn the Worth and Excel- 


lence of it, and from whence we (hall be ſooneſt 


inclined to love and reverence its Author: For 
be che Nature of God as glorious as it will, the 
Mae our Eſteem will, and muſt tene | 

the 


ophet 'E 4 


- 1s. 
the Opinions and Notices we have received of 
it. To ſhew therefore that God is excellent in 
Power, as well as in Wiſdom and Goodnels, 
Truth and Holineſs, we may conſider, that infi- 
nite Power is the Fountain and Source of all 
—— ante God, and ſo too of all Reverence 
ind Devotion in Man: Were not God in the 
firſt place Omnipotent, he could not be infinite in 
any other Attribute beſides; for God is no other- 
wiſe Wiſe and Knowing, True and Faithful, Juſb 
and Good, than as he is a Being that can be what 
he pleaſes; as he ſees and knows all Things, ſo 
we may term his r and he 
Could not be juſt and faithful to a perfect degree, 
but that he has an abſolute Power over all 
Things: And becauſe ot this Preeminence (if I 
may uſe ſo bold a Phraſe) of the divine Power, 
the Hearts of Men (till they become harden'd) 
are poſſeſſed with a double Fear of Reverence and 
Offence ; for who can conceive a Being cloathed 
| With ſoveraign Majeſty. and Power, and not 
cremble before him, (as the holy Pſalmiſt enjoins) 
even whilft they rejoice in him? And will not 
this very Reverence make us very ſhy of pro- 
voking ſuch a dreadful Omnipotence? Now that 
Attribute which can fill the Breaſt of a Man 
with ſuch awful Sentiments, cannot be without 
a. peculiar Excellence; for Reaſon 1s a free and 
couragious Principle, and cannot be touched with 
the Idea of any Thing but what is truly venerable, 
and infinitely above itſelf: But we may likewiſe in 
other Reſpects, clearly diſcover the Excellency 
of God's Power: For to this we owe all the Bleſ- 
ſings and Advantages of Life, and it is his Om- 
1 . N nipotence 


nipotenoè tfiat both grants and guards, that bot 
gives and preſerves, — Go6d we enjoy! The 
hal miſt, In deſcribing the infinite GoodnefS' of 
God, joins his Power and Will together in theſe 
Words, Thou art $004, and thou pm 110 _ 
doft good; and this he does to recom- . 
mend and indear the divine Perfections to us with 
the hetter Advantages; fort However benign and 


cautious à Being God is in himſelf, yet wete he 


not as able to oblige us with his Benefits, and ſuc- 
cour us with his Help, as he is well and bounti- 

fully inclined towards us, the ſingle Defect of 
Power in him would make us overlook the moſt 
eſſential Goodneſs of his Nature; but when he 
both delights to do us good, and can likewiſe 
do what he pleaſes in Heaven and Earth, when 
with God all Things are poſſible, and he can 
with a Word remove all our Evils, and confer 
all imaginable Bleſſings upon us. Such a Power 

as this, which is the Author and Parent of ſo 
much good to Mankind, is in the higheſt degree 
excellent and even adorable ; for if we meaſure 
the Value of any Thing by its Uſefulneſs, there 
can never be aſcribed Honour and Glory enough 
to that Power, which cannot be otherwife em⸗ 
ploy'd than in doing good: Well therefore might 
the Pſalmiſt cry out in a grateful 'Extaſy, —- 

will love thes, O Lord, my ſtrength ; for to proceed 
W V oh ne CT 
It is the excellent Attribute, the Power of 
God, which governs the World, and that cures 
and adjuſts all the Diſorders: in it; for fince fo 

much Wickedneſs abounds among Men; were 
not his Arm and his Eye mn where, the * 


and Pride and Might, Inſolence ho — Power, 
R 


would be the only Standards of Right and 


Wrong: Bus now the God who: dmelleth on bighz 
is 7 5 than the moſt mighty of his Creatures': 


He N ts in Heaven and will laugh them to ſcorn, 
and as be beholas miſchief, Jo he can and will re. 


quite it. For he knoweth how to deliver the godly out 


of Temptations, and to rglerve the unjuſti till the Day 
of Judgment to be puni| 


any hurt: If to create the World was ſo excel- 
lent a Work, to direct and manage all the Parts 


of it, is yet more ſo; and yet without the Aid and 


Concurrence of an Almighty Power and Provi- 


dence, the glorious Palace we now live in with 


Comtort and Pleaſure, would be but an inhoſpi- 
table Wildernels, or 2 frightful Den of Savages. 
And that eſpecially, becauſe, as I come 


Second, to ſhew, That all created Beings are 
utterly incapable to afford Men any Safety or Se- 


curity in the Courſe of their Lives or Actions. 
Could we hope tor ee Succours un- 
der the Wants and Miſeries of Life, from an 
Beings beneath the Almighty one, God himſelf: 
The Angels are the Creatures that would beſt 


anſwer ſuch an Expectation, for they are called 


miniſtring Spirits, and we have a good Warrant 


to believe, they are appointed as the tutelar Guar- 


dians of the inward and outward State of Men. 
But if theſe good Spirits protect or aſſiſt us, it is 


and Paſſions of Men could carry all before them, 


ed : 2 Pet. 2. 9. And ſince 
there can want no Illuſtration of the Worth and Ex- 
cellence of that Attribute which regulates all the 
Mot ions of the Univerſe, and chains upthe Paſſions 
of Men, and eventhe Malice of Devils from doing 


A . pun 


a + es d 


* 1 R 1 — —— F WY 


ES FAV EH 

„ en . ln 
by a Power and Influence derived from God, fo 
that tho they may deſerve gur Praiſe, they can- 
not demand our Prayers for the good they do to 


- * Y * ” a dY 


t 
us: But then, if theſe blefed' Agents cannot of 


theinſelves relieve or ſecure” us; much 1efs' can 


Man, the next Being in order too, but yet created 


many Degrees below them: For his. Nature be- 
ing finite and limited, ſo are all the Faculties that 
belong eo : gd vppn the fenvoreſt dure we 
ſhall find Mankind labouring under a threefold 
Befect, as to agy Protection or Security they can 
afford one another, vi. the Want of Knowledge, 


of Power and Opportunity : AN theſe are requi- 
ſite: Mediums towards the Relief and Succour of 


} 


the common Wants and Mileries that abound, in 


the World; and Knowledge is ſo in the very firſt 


Place, for it we do not know that our Brother is, 


afflicked or in danger, or what Methods of Cure 


to uſe when the Caſe is our own, what Comfort 
or Support cam we poſſibly lend to the Diſtreſſes 
on either fide ? But now there is no Man living 


World, and thoſe who ſee and feel them, know 
ſo little of their Cauſes and Riſe, that they are 


— 


by ws any thing of the one thoufandth Part of the. 
_ Calamities which'abound in every. Corner of the 


totally uncapable to apply the Remedy; This is 
a Piece of Art reſerved for God alone, who be- 


 eanſe he ſees all Men, does therefore fully know 


their Wants and Sufferings; and becauſe he mixes 
with and pervades all Things, can therefore cure 
and remove them at his Pleaſure. But were the 


Knowledge of Man leſs confined and ſcanty than 


tis, his Power is infinitely ſhort of Omnipotence; 


and therefore but a poor Shelter for diſtreſſed Na- 
WI turg 


Lr Io 
ture to de pend upon: We cannot but obſerve, 
that the Stare of- Man liable to be diſturbed an 
g by by S of y Accident. The Thief 
al 8 or ſome hidden 


Pg could he defend or protect himſelf it aging 


not he wanting to his own Security: Then what: 
Help p or Affi can we lend. 49 the, ee 
Diſaſters of whole States and Ki | 
reſolye to deſtroy Sedan, what Force or Strata- 
gem ſhould be able to preſerve it? And When he 


Had uoerd 3 Set of Worthies in t e old Teſta - 
* who for the ſignal Deliverances wrought: 
by them, had the Honour to be ſtiled the Sa- 


Title 1 in God's Right, and Dvd and Jaſhua had 
fought, and Samuél and Jeptha counſelled in va in, 
tad not God proſpered 9 —— 77 thein' Arms and 
Councils for the God and Reſcue of on People. 
Thus, when Phinehas prayed and the 5 — 
cd it was not the Favor which ſtopped: the. 

Peſtilence, but God's Bleſſing upon it; and all the 
ood which i 15 je nic be ac the v4 the Wiſeſt, and 


ſtruments to ſerve her Ends: Well therefore 
Pl 1 might the Royal Pſalmiſt forbid us t 
146.3 Fe 4 4 traf A. Princes, for there 16 20 


bely i in them. And: We have che lame Reaſon — 
„ take 


ep had ha} 


ker cat wi 5 ee before he is aware; 


thoſe Violencies, we may eaſily believe he would 


1 the Sword to deſtroy or the Peſti · 


lence to devour, can any Art or Power, on Farh | 
vert the e or remove t rge? We 


viours of their Country; but they held their 


2 0 Hl — 856 a kk. py on 3 32 — Sad freed 


e moſt powerful Men on Earth, is by the direct 
Agency of Providence, which entrults them as 


Ln) 
take Notice of — the 


Prophet, 2 Conſe ye: fer en whoſe 
Breathi is in his Nfils, for wherein 6s he hg: 
to be acrounted oſ. NC beurmebii: F 
Uran the whole, vocontlude this Point, invell 


Man with what-Poweit he Mants or\deſires, _ 
Jet if he has not in, bis Hands the O 

ities of employing it, he is ſtũlllas help- 
leſs in raſpect either ùf the publiclꝭ or — 
Needs of Mankind, as if he were tha weakeſt and 
molt! impotent Being in the World; for if my 
Friend or Brother is dying when Lam at the 
Diſtance of a:thouſrnd Miles, what would it avail | 


them or me, if I carried the molt infallible Me- 


dicine in my Pocket ? Or — the black Con- 
ſpiracy of this Day hnd own at:Conſtants- 
nople, the Day or Week before its deſigned Exe- 


cution, how could tha Blow have been prevented 55 


by any ſeaſonable Diſcovery from that Quarter: 
Vatkeſs therefore Man could fee from one End of 
Nature to the other, and command her Motions, 
and ſupply the Room of a God upon Earth, he can 
neither promiſe himſelf, or ought — to ex- 
pet from him any other Degree of Safety and 
Protection from ths n Hazards 
of Life. Which minds me | 

Thirdly, to produce Arguments of God's . 
mighty Power and Providence, from ſeveral In. 
ſtances relating to the Reſcue and Deliverance of. 
his People Gt the moſt imminent Dangers. 

We might refer for the Proofofthis Trhcothe 
providential Inſtances of the divine Mercy to the 
Is and States of of ſingin an private Men; for 

| 8 whoever” 


| 1 n . oo 
| Gen, 1. It. Whoever: reads the ſurprizing Hiſtory | 
Dan, 6. 2. Of Joſeph's Advancement, of Daniels 
Drs. 2, 26, Deliverance, or the Protection of three 
. 0. condemned Perſons in the midſt of the in 
Flames. He that ſhall:contemplate the: Caſe of tel 
» bir $0015 ven, and bf ſeveral ſuſtained''and ed 
moelterad a a: Cave: fromthe Rage of their Pur- the 
ſuers, priſhall take the Pains to follow the Traces the 
of a kinder / Providence protecting the Perſons of th 
good Men in all Ages ofithe World; will have Ha 
before theni the moſt perfect Landskip of an AI- 
mighty Power, Wiſdom and Goodneſs, in Con- 
junct ien. But ſo wide however is the Circle of fal 
unn potent, ſo large and extenſive the Sphere of pre 
fine our view / to particular and private Examples, can 
for God has been in a molÞ fignal manner the Pa- ten 
tron and Guardian of his whole Church; and when has 
It was confined to the Jewiſh Nation, his Power wo 
was as viſible , and as frequently exerciſed in its doi 
Protection or Defence, as his Wiſdom was in gi- wa 
ving it Laws, and preſcribing the Order and Oeco- tha 
nomy of it. If we take a Survey of the State of. the 
this People, hen they groaned under their E- pub 
_ gyptian Slavery, their Fetters ſeemed too ſtrong unl 
to be broken, becauſe their Tyrant appeared too 17 
big to be conquered; but yet Almighty Wiſ- uh 
dom contrived a Way for their Eſcape, and Al- the 
mighty Power gave Succeſs to it; for by the fame hui 
racle of Providence, were God's Enemies de- the 
ſtroyed, and his Favourites ſet at Liberty: And 
When the ſame People were expoſed to an infinite 
Variety of Hazards, in the Courſe of « 
EMT”. March 


— 
— — 


S 


March thro' a barren Deſart, the ſame God at- 
tended and preſerved them thro' their whole Jour- 
ney, fed and ſuſtained them by daily Miracles, 
and protected them againſt the Rage of Beaſts, 
and the worſe Effects of their own Mutiny 
and Diſcontent, till at laſt they arrived cole 
in the Land of Promiſe; nor did the pro- 
tecting Angel then forſake them, hen Plenty 
crowned their Tables, and Milk and Honey flow- 
ed round their Tents, for in all their Wars with 
the Heathen Nations, it was God ſtill that fought 
their Battles, and went out with their Armies, ſo 
that if they aſſaulted vaſt Multitudes with a ſmall 
Handful, or beſieged Cities, made by Nature and 
Art almoſt impregnable, the Enemy ſhould be 
baffled by their own Frights, and their Walls 
fall down at the Sound of a Ram's Horn; but 
Providence would find a way to reſcue and deliver 
his darling Favourites! And altho* no Records 
can afford ſo many eminent Footſteps of omnipo-- 
tent Goodneſs, as the ſacred Writings, yet God 


has never been wanting in any Period of the 


world, to the Safety and Protection of ſuch King- _ 
doms and States, as profeſſed his Religion, and 
walked in his Fear. It is not perhaps every Eye 
that can diſcern the Signatures of Providence in 
the Government and Defence of ſuch large and 
publick Bodies, but we may eaſily affirm, that 
unleſs the Lord keep th: City, the 
Watchman awaketh but in vain : And 
whatever are the Conceits of vain Philoſophy, or 
the more vain Philoſopher, who idely dreams of 
building a World without a God, yet Scripture 
the infallible Philoſophy, aſſures us, that the _ ; 
BY 1 G0 


Pſal. 127. t. 


— 


God does not diſdain: to take Cate of the leaſt of 
his Creatures, - and thinks it no Incumbrance 0 
his infinite Wiſdom to obſerve and rn all 
Prat. their Concerns: The Lor. 1 good ta 
* "995 9 al,, faith the forecited P {al 5 mercy 
2 job 28. is over. all his Hurts. He Looks. to the 
Ne, Eads of the Earth,and ſ2es under the mbols 
Ads 19. 28. - Heavens. In him all Things lic and mo ve, 
Aud have their being, (tho originally the 
Menander. -- ſaying of a Poet, yet 15 yn” Apoſtle 
gas .- conſecrated into a divine Oracle.) All 
e Things are but Sparks or Streams of Be- 
ing, from him the Fountain of all Beings, and depend 
continually on him as the Rays of Light on the Sun; 
If his Face or Influence he for a Moment eclipſed, 
I 10 , they vaniſh. Fe mateth the Graſs to grow; 
ern. and clothes ſome of it more glorious than 
Mat. 6.29. Solomon in all his Gaiety; There falls | 
Mat. 10. 29. yg 4 Sparrow ta the Ground without his 
Plalm 145, Knowledge : His Eyes run ta and fro 
„ +3) upon his Creatures, giving them their 
Meat in due Seaſon. They as by inſtinct ſeem in- 
Pal. 147. 9. ſtructed intheir Duty and Privilege. For 
5 1 Ms the Eyes of all wait upon him; The young 
Gs; Ravens cry to him, and he feeds them; 
The young Lions ſezk their Meat from God. In a 
Pf. tos. is. Word, The whole Family of Heaven and 
e193: 1% Earth he every Pg . for, 07 
„ ling every Thins living with Pleateouſs 
** ma * 2 ; Parton with Food 
gde D. Can. n Glad neſs. But of all his Creatures 
pion, © Man is cheriſhed as the darling of the 
Family; at firſt fearfully and wonder - 
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Gen. 1.26. | fully made by the Conſult (as {ome ima- | 
5 gine) 


10 


gine) 
in che lower Parts ot che Earth. * Ever) Part 
of him formed with ſuch exact ſuperlative Care 


of the bleſſed Trinity, curigtiſly wrought 


of the Deity, as that God is by the Pſalmiſt 


© repreſented as writing all his Members in his 
_ © Book; by our Saviour T 
K 


n * 4 


| that-Pſal. 135. 83, *. 


takes him ſafely 006 eee, 


ther 's Breaſts,,c aducts him thro? the Pſa): 22. 9. 


Paths of Life; upholds him when. pſa; 27. 10. 


fe eble and 8 aj-headed 5 when S 


Father and Mother forſake him. 
If therefore God take this Care of the natural and 
le State of Man; we have leſs reaſon to doubt 

of his Care to his political State, the Community 
of Mankind, if our Saviour's way of arguing be 
good. For if the Providence of God, being ex- 
tended to the Grais of the Field, or to Sparrows, 
argues the Care of God to be greater on the be- 


half of Man: So fay Jagain, if God vouchſafe to 


take ſuch Care of Man in his natural and indivi- 
dual State, much more does he charge his Pro- 
vidence with whole Societies of Men; Nations 


and Kingdoms are his peculiar Care, in which 
the deareſt Intereſts, the Lives and Fortunes of 


many Millions are involved. And indeed, there 
could not one Common- wealth, from the Grecian 


and Roman dovyn to theſe Times, have ſubſiſted 
on any other Bottom than the preſerving Provi- 


dence of God; at eaſt we of this Kingdom, have 


abundant Reaſon to own, it is of the Lord's Mer- 
cies that we were not conſumed, when Men, cruel 
and blood-thirſty Men, roſe up againſt us; for not 


to 
- 


18 ] 


5 I 


to recount the many 


vouclfated to this Nation, the ſignal Reſcye of | 
this Day from the truly helliſ}v/Plor, aan ag 
* 


Powder (to confound the whole Nation at a B 
as effeQually as if the old Romm had had dis 
Wiſh, that they had all bur one Neck, and he the 
Pleafure of cutting it off) ought to be 
our Hearts, and ſtand foremoſt in Our Anna 
for the Power of God will appear wonderful in 
our Deliverance, whether we confider the Grent. 
neſs of our Danger, or the Seafonableneſs of Our 


Eſcape : As for the Danger itſelf, it was as for- 
midable as the Leagues of a ſubtie Party, 8 
1 by w- 


enced by a cruel Religion, and cemented 
lemn Vows and Sacraments, could make ir. One 
Would have thought by their viflainous Zeal to 
accompliſh this black Deſign, thae the 
cerned in it, had Worten the: Model from the 
Complotters againſt St. Pauls Lite; fo wreftlefs 
were they till the fatal Blow was over, and fo ea- 


ger to try the moſt deſtructive Force of thew own 


murderous Invention. And fince ſuch a Shock as 


this mult have carried after it an univerfal Ruin, 
lince the Laws, Lives and Liberties of fo many 


_ Thouſands were wrapt up in the Succeſs of this 


Deſign ; had not God thought fit to blaſt and diſ- 
appoint it by a Diſcovery, as ſtrange as formida- 


ble, we e this time have been lamenting 


the Funeral of a moſt happy Conſtitution, and 
ſerving Baal upon a falſe Altar, inſtead of paying 
the true God our Thanks and Praiſe in a decent, 
ſolemn and primitive Way of Worſhip. But 
(bleſſed be our moſt gracious and glorious jap 


emorable Deliveries 


de in 
als do; 


mers con- 
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God) owr Soul is afeaped as 4 Bird ont of the „ 


 Sware ef the Fowler, the Snare is loben, 

the Deolignhlaſted,and the Plot unravdlled, and ins there. 
wo wonder frlly delivered. But what yet advances 

the Honour of God's Power and Goodneſs in our 
common Safety, is the Sea ſonableneſt of the Deli» 
verance itſelf ; for We Were reprieved in the very 
Minute and Article of Death, and pulled as a 
Firehrand out of the Fire; the happy Pre ſages of 
a wile Prince, joined with the fortuitate Conſtrus 
Ction of a Letter (which yet was wrapt up in 
Terms as dark and znigmatical as the Egyptias 
Hieroglyphick) cdca ſioned a timely Enquiry into 


this Mine of Darkneſs; and when a deſperatè Miſ- 


creant was juſt going to ſaerifice himſelf and an 
whole Kingdom, then did tlie Eye of Providence 
unveil the Scene, and diſcover to us, not only our 
own Safety, but what Principles the Church of 
Rome deals in, and what Saints ſhe owns! And 
ever bleſſed be that God, who has refoued us from 
the Hands of thoſe Men, whoſe very Mercies are 
cruel ! May they live to retract and repent of ſuch 
wicked Practices, and may we by the Benefit of 
the ſame Providence for ever eſcape them. 
Having gone thro? the ſeveral Particulars I pro- 
poſed to ſpeak to, I ſhall draw a thort Inference 
or two from what has been ſaid, and fo conclude. 
_ And the firſt practical Inference which it ſeems 
to offer us, is a very high and awful Regard to 
the Majeſty of a Being, who is cloathed with 
Power as with a Garment: We are apt to reſpect 
the Enligns of Power and Soveraignty, tho pla- 
ced in trail and mortal Creatures, with a very 
profound Venceration, and the more hurt or good 
E Ca. | we 
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we are capable of receiving from thoſe about us; | 
the more do we commonly diſtinguiſn them by 


our Fear or Eſteem. But hat manner of Pro- 


and dependent Power of Man, bear to the un- 
bounded and original Soveraignty of God 2 A8 
therefore divine Power exceeds human, as far as 
finite and infinite can differ, ſo {ſhould we dread 


and revere the one in an infinite Proportion be- 


yond tlie other. Eſpecially, when the Owunipo- 
tence of God may, if it pleaſe, exert it ſelf in the 
Ruin or Annihilation of ſinful Man, ſince his'An- 


ger is equally Almighty as his Goodnels'!''How 


_ ought we to have before our Eyes the Fear and 


Dread of this Attribute? and not dare to pro- 
yoke a Being who can blaſt us into nothing Wit 
the leaſt Breath of his Diſpleaſure? I7 


: 103 8.75. the Rings Wrath be as the Meſſenger of 


Death, wo them can ſtand before the Ring of Kings 


when he is angry, or would ever be ſo hardy to tempt 


that Wrath;which is a conſuming Fire? Tt was a wile 
and merciful Advice ot our Saviour, to bid us; 
| * „Fear not them which kill the Bo- 
9885 * dy, and after this have no more tliat 
* they can do; their Power at the moſt exten- 


Alat. 10. 28. 


( ding to cut the Thread of a Life ſhort, whicli 


& is every Moment running off apace : But fear 
ff him, let the Power of that great God ſtrike 


# you with the moſt awful and awakening Ap- 


# prehenſions, who is able to deſtroy both Soul 
* and Body in Hell; and therefore for Men to 


— — oc — 


* See oe Reverend and Learned Dr. Fiddes's Sermons, Vol. Il. 
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portion can the ſcanty and limited, the derived 
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ive ad a8 uber 2 due Senſe bf this Atkri- 
bute, and either to value their own Strength and 
Power, or to contemn God's, is ſuek a Degres ß 
Stupidity, as muſt and will be awaken By: 4 
frig htfu Doom. But 


A ſecond Inference to be Go fond the D6- 1 


ctrine of an Almighty Power, conſidered toge- 
ther with Man's Wants and Weakneſſes, is che 
great Reaſon We have upon this Account to re- 
poſe a moſt free, chearful and abſolute Confidence | 
in God, and to place our Perſons and Affairs in 
his Hands with a firm and retire Reſignation; 
for if God be Almighty; where can we be ſafer 
rn Ing. g, than under che Shelter of Omniporencet 
baun 18.6, O. why .ſhould we fear what Man can 
to us; when God, who holds the very Hearts of H 
in lis Hand , vouchſafes to be our 44 in and De. 
fence? Eſpecialh, when God hath done jo great Things 
already for us, whereof we rejoice, ſince he hath mn. 
derfully del; wergd: us from the Tezth of the Lion, aud 
the Paws of the Bear, and heard us, as the Royal 
Prophet delights to phraſe i it, from among the Horns 
of Unicoras ; What better ground of future Com- 
forts and Reliance could a moſt glorious Provi- 
dence have ſupplied us with? In a word, as | 
is Omnipotent, fo he can ſave us in all Dangers; 
and free and reſcue us in every Diſtreſs ; and as 
he is gracious, he will do ſo. - But then our Care 
muſt be, not to diſtruſt his Power or Goodneſs, 
nor to miſplace our Confidence, or attempt by ill 
Arts or Methods to become our own Saviours; for 
then may we ſurely expect to periſhand miſcarry; 
whenever we remove our hope from the N 
fole and proper Object of 1 1 5 5 


* 


[22] - = 
dleded Experiment, that God is infinite in Power, 


and can do Wonders, ſhould not this excite ns ro 


praiſe and adore that glorious Attribute, and ex- 
alt that Power which has raiſed. us up from the 
Duſt of Death, and the very Pit of Deſtruction ! 
It was the ' pious Cuſtom of the Jewiſh Church, 


and it is now the Practice of all Chriſtian and 


welb-governed States, to appoin 
lick and ſolemn Thankſgivings, for national or 


publick Mercics, and ſeveral of the Pſalms of Da. 


vid (eſpecially that recited in the firſt Leſſon for 


the Morning Service of this Day) are Hymns of 
Praiſe for the ſeveral gracious Deliverances youch- 
ſaled to the Jewiſh Church and Nation. And 


indeed no Duty is more decent in it ſelf, or more 
pleaſing to God; than Return'of Praiſe for Mer- 


cies received, for it berometh well the juſt to be 


 thaniful: But then it is not the mere verbal Ac- 
 Kknowledgments of our Lips, that will recom- 


mend our Gratitude, for to ſpeak our Hearts 
affected with the Goodneſs of God, (and it is the 


Sincerity of that which conſecrates all our Devo- 


tions,) we muſt live and act as Perſons diſtin- 
guiſhed and preſerved by a wonderful Delive- 


nity, or ſupine and careleſs for the Safety we 
enjoy. For ſhould we abuſe God's Mercies by 


Vice and Profaneneſs, and thwart the Ends of his 


Providence by Strife and Sedition, by: private 
Diſſenſions or open Rebellion, a worſe thi 


yet happen to us, and a provoked Vengeance 
may yet ariſe to deſtroy both us and our Sove- 
reign: Let us then at leaſt for our own ſakes — 
4 - V»,ñ ab 


rance ; we mult neither grow wanton by Impu- 


ng may 


and Ruin both of Church and State ; for ſince 
God has puniſhed us leſs than our Iniquities de- 
ſerve, and has granted us ſuch a Deliverance as 
this, nothing can juſtify our joining again with 
the ſame People in the ſame Abomiunation. - © 
To conclude therefore, Let every one of us 
ſhare the bleſſed Fruit of our Deliverance in a 
thorough and hearty Reformation ; and to induce 
the God of all Power and Might to defend our 
Perſons, and preſerve our Eſtates and protect our 
Religion, be it our conſtant Care to improve and 
cultivate the three great Duties of Devotion to- 
wards God, Submiſſion to our Governors, and 
zung Love and Charity one towards ano- 
ther. 


Nom to God the Father, God the Son, and God 
the Holy Ghoſt, Three Perſons and One God, 
be render'd and aſcribd, as is moſt due, all 
Praiſe, Might, Majeſty and Dominion, both 


nom and for evermore. Amen. 


* N 


card thoſe Principles, which tend to the Diviſion 
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